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WELCOME TO LEXIS JAPAN
Welcome to Lexis Japan! We look forward to getting to know you, and we hope that your
time here is enjoyable and fulfilling.

Your First Day

8:30 Orientation

You will be given information about studying at the college and living in Kobe. Come to the
reception and collect your welcome pack. We will scan your passport and take pictures to
send to your parents. You will also need to sign the consent form, which will be explained to
you fully before you sign.

Finding the School

Lexis Japan is less than 5 minutes’ walk from the East Exit of Motomachi Station, in
one of the city’s most identifiable buildings. If you are ever lost, ask anyone for
directions to the Daimaru Department Store.

Lexis Japan is on the 9th floor of the Mitsubishi UFJ Shintaku Ginko Building,
immediately next to Daimaru. The retail entrance to the bank is clearly marked. Walk
past the small parking garage entrance, and you will see the entrance to the tower
section of the building.



Lexis Japan schedule

Full-time Intensive Japanese: 9:00 - 14:15

Part-time Intensive Japanese: 9:00-12:15

Office Hours: 9:00-15:30

Your Studies

Your teacher will give you homework each day. If you have any questions, worries or
comments about your class, your study program or your academic goals, or you want to
extend your course,  please talk to the Academic Manager.

Textbooks are included in the school fees. You will be given a textbook on arrival,
supplementary materials and photocopies will be given in class when needed. Exam classes
will also receive past exam papers to aid your study. If you are unsure about your level,
please do not write anything in the textbook and ask for photocopies. If you would like to
change class, come and ask with the Academic Manager by Wednesday on your first week.

Please send us a message to Lexis Japan Official LINE account i f you are late or unable to
attend a class. If you arrive more than 15 minutes late you cannot enter the classroom and
have to wait for the next session.

Activities and Japanese Plus

Lexis Japan offers a varied activity and Japanese Plus program that runs every day from
13:15-14:30. The program is advertised on the student noticeboard at the start of each
week. You can see the activity calendar at reception. Popular Friday activities include;
cultural field trips, language cafe, hiking and night view,  football in the park and student
BBQs. Our Japanese Plus programs include: Pronunciation, Grammar and Idioms, as well



as our Tuesday Job Workshop, where the teacher will help you with your resume and job
searching.

General College Information

We have a Student Lounge and a Kitchen with a microwave, a fridge and free tea. Please
return all cups to the kitchen and wash them up. Bottled tea and snacks are available at the
reception for 100 yen each.

Keep toilets clean and tidy for other students. The sanitary boxes in the ladies toilets are to
be used only for sanitary pads and tampons. Do not leave any other rubbish in the toilets.

STUDENT SUPPORT
Here at Lexis Japan, we understand that it may take some time for our students who are
arriving at a completely new foreign city to settle into their new environment. We are
committed to assisting all our students with their stay.

Each student will receive:

- Individual level test and study plan
- Interview and review with Academic Manager
- 1:1 academic counselling
- Welcome package and other useful information
- Tourist and travel information leaflets
- Information on interesting activities around the city
- Lexis 360

Your Study Plan is designed to guide your study whilst at Lexis. Based on your initial test
results and interview, the Study Plan ensures that we keep your study program on track,
maximise the use of your out-of-class study time, and get the best possible language
learning from your time with us.

Lexis 360 is our student academic care program, designed to ensure that all students at
Lexis Japan received individual support and attention, initiating the most successful study
experience possible.

Student Guide
LINE
LINE is the most popular social media app in Japan. Our students have a group chat, where
they make plans for dinner, hiking, rock climbing, BBQ etc. Make sure to download and
create an account when you have a phone number! Don’t forget to add our official LINE
account for emergency contact as well.

Money and Payment
Contrary to what many may think Japan uses mostly cash when purchasing any product or
service, although there are places which accept credit/debit cards the standard is using
cash. We suggest you go to an ATM machine as soon as you arrive in Japan so if there’s
any unexpected situation you have at least some cash with you. You can find ATM machines
at the airport and in most convenience stores.



Travel Card - ICOCA
https://www.westjr.co.jp/global/en/howto/guide/movie03.html
We recommend getting a ICCOA before your first day of school so you can ride trains by
touching the card to the automated ticket gate. ICOCA can be used all across Japan for
railways, buses and participating shops. Feel free to speak to Student Support for
information such as monthly travel passes.

Buying a Sim Card or rent a pocket Wi-Fi
Being able to use the internet is vital nowadays so buying a Japanese Sim Card is a
necessity when coming here. A few minutes walk can take you to stores that provide prepaid
Sim Cards. At Yamada Denki, for example, you can find a 10GB Sim Card for 2 months for
around 4000 Yen.

Where to have lunch
Kobe offers a variety of restaurants for you, here are a few options:

Daimaru’s Obento Department
It is located on the B1F floor of the Daimaru building right next to the school. There you can
find bento boxes as cheap as 500 Yen.
Konbini (Convenience Stores)
There are quite a few konbini around the school area and in all of them you can find cheap
food options. There a onigiri unit costs around 130 Yen and obento boxes cost around 500
Yen.
Motomachi Shopping street
Here you can find anything to have for lunch; from the oldest coffee shop in Japan to the
best ramen in the Kansai region.
https://www.kobe-motomachi.or.jp/motomachi-magazine/lunchmap/

Best of Kobe
There is something for everybody here, an incredible blend of history and contemporary
culture is what you’ll find throughout Kobe.
Kobe official travel guide
https://www.feel-kobe.jp/en/

Onsen
The world famous Arima Onsen (有馬温泉) is the perfect destination for a weekend getaway.
With a history of over 1000 years, Arima Onsen is considered one of Japan’s oldest hot
spring resorts. The small onsen town can be explored on foot, and there are several hot
spring sources, nice temples & shrines and a hot spring museum to be discovered.
Several ryokan open their baths also to non-staying visitors during the day. The admission
fee for a day trip visit to a bath typically ranges between 500 and 2500 yen.

Video games and anime merchandise
Sannomiya Centre Gai Street is a gallery full of different stores and is only 6 minutes away
on foot. Take the escalator to the 2nd and 3rd floor. You can find plenty of cheap games for
every console both brand new and second hand.

https://www.westjr.co.jp/global/en/howto/guide/movie03.html
https://www.kobe-motomachi.or.jp/motomachi-magazine/lunchmap/
https://www.feel-kobe.jp/en/


Game Centre
Round 1 is a very popular game centre in Sannomiya only 15 minutes away by train, it offers
you a plethora of arcade games such as Mario Kart, Taiko no Tatsujin and every type of
rhythm game you can imagine. For people who like to test their luck there’s a floor dedicated
exclusively for Japan’s famous crane machines, prizes go from plushies of your favourite
characters to delicious snacks.

Izakaya and bars
Higashimon street is famous for nightlife in Kobe. Here you can find local izakaya, game
bars, international bars and more.

And more..
Kyu-Kyoryuchi, the historic former foreign settlement; Sannomiya, a paradise for shoppers
and foodies alike; Harborland and Meriken Park, with Kobe’s best waterfront views and
Kitano, which enjoys prime views of Kobe from its hilly slopes.

Good to know…
Japan Railway Pass allows you to travel without restriction throughout Japan by train:

https://www.japan-experience.com/transportation/japan-rail-pass/national?click_id=f5b819ee
3760b5d36834c208fcf4c3f4&affiliate_id=31

Seishun 18 Tickets allows you to travel around the country during the beautiful holiday
periods:

https://www.jrpass.com/blog/guide-to-the-seishun-18-kippu-a-cheap-jr-pass

https://www.japan-experience.com/transportation/japan-rail-pass/national?click_id=f5b819ee3760b5d36834c208fcf4c3f4&affiliate_id=31
https://www.japan-experience.com/transportation/japan-rail-pass/national?click_id=f5b819ee3760b5d36834c208fcf4c3f4&affiliate_id=31
https://www.jrpass.com/blog/guide-to-the-seishun-18-kippu-a-cheap-jr-pass


ACADEMIC CALENDAR

Recommended start dates for level 0 beginners

January 23rd

February 20th

March 20th

April 17th

May 22nd

June 19th

July 17th

August 14th

September 11th

October 10th

November 6th

December 4th

School Holiday

2-3,9/Jan; 23/Feb; 21/Mar; 1-5/May; 11/Aug; 18/Sep; 9/Oct; 3,23/Nov

Examples of learning schedule for level-0 beginners:
● After 2 weeks, you will be able to:

o Read and write Hiragana and Katakana
o Introduce him/herself and others
o Understand very basic phrases

● After 4 weeks, you will be able to:
o Understand and use familiar everyday expressions
o Ask and answer questions about personal details
o Interact in a simple way

● After 8 weeks, you will be able to:
o Communicate in simple and routine tasks
o Understand frequently used expressions
o Describe in simple terms aspects of him/her background and immediate

environment
● After 12 weeks, you will be able to:

o Understand sentences and frequently used expressions
o Communicate in routine tasks
o Describe their background and immediate needs

● After 24 weeks, you will be able to:
o Understand clear standard input on familiar matters regularly encountered

everyday
o Deal with most situations likely to arise while travelling and living in Japan
o Describe experience and events, personal interests, dreams, hopes and

ambitions and give reasons and explanations for options and plans.
● After 1 year, you will be able to:

o Communicate at nearly natural level in a variety of circumstances
o Communicate in business settings and apply for vast majority of jobs in Japan




